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Editorial
Casualties Mount as the Capltallst Cr|S|s Deepens

For most mainseam economistgcessions austéistical
phenomenonsA recession can be “a periodrefluced
economic adtity” or, more pecisel two consecue
guaters of negative gowth in the goss domestic pduct. f
However, numbes ony allav for a patial undestanding of [ 4.
social ealities Human beingsving inside siicstdistics
experience recessions in an intensely personal and e
manner Caitalism has maged to corince people that
is sa¢ and een health to build self-identitiesdm maket-
basedeldions This is paiculaty true of home evneship |
— the bedvd foundaion of the American d¥am.When
sud dreams a shétered ty motgage banks on the pwl
for profits thee ae \ery real human cost&xtinguished b AT
self-identities often pduce violent outcomes gl L T

Addie Plk provided theifst waming #out the y‘gg h ey B N
human costs athe fnancial crisisNow 90,Polk had Ned
in herAkron, Ohio home since 1970n 2004 Blk took out ashotgun kast to the headQuidk responding neighb®r
$45,000 magage on the house with Couptvide Home rushed her to a negrhospital Wwere she ecosered flom the
Loans and opened an additional $11,000 line of credit withand. The outcy from Akron citiZns and theti@ntion of
local bank.Countywide vas the lajest motgage lender in  national media outletsgmpted Coungwide to brgive
the US andeported moe than $900 million in bad loans Polk's ddt. “Miss BRIk will poobably end up on heekt;
before being puhased ¥ Bank ofAmerica.After missing a Akron City Council Risident Mao Sommaeyille com-
string of mortgage pamentsPolk began a gme ofcd-and- mented;'But | am not sug if anyone else will.
mouse with Deuties ino made 30teempts to see her with 53 year old Cdene Baldeamas stoy has adr less
eviction notices Faced with the possibility tafsing her sdisfying endingShe and her husbamdhd puchased their
home to the banlddie Plk atempted to end herdifwith a Taunton Massdwusetts home in 200Latene Baldeama

. . was in barge of householdifhances Wt fell
State m e nt Of P l'l n Cl p | eS behind wen the adjudiée rate motgage on
the home ballooned as imstretes bgan to

THE SOCIALIST PARTY strives to estalish a radical democacy that  |rise After a string oimissed panentsthe
places people's kes under their avn control - a non-@acist, classless mortgage compay PHH Inc, foredosed on
feminist socialist society.. where working people owvn and contiol the the house Balderama hid this imimaion
means of production and distribution through democatically-controlled |from her husbandn the dg the house as
public agencies;where full employment is realized for everyone who to be auctioned shaxed a one-sentence letter
wants to work; where workers have the right to form unions freely, and 10 | o pHHs headquéers — “By the timegu

strike and engage in other orms of job actions;and where the poduc- | f5redose on g house It be dead. She

tion of society is used dr the beneit of all humanity, not for the private
profit of a few. We believe socialism and demoaicy are one and indvis-
ible. The working class is in a ley and cental position to fight back
against the uling capitalist class and its paver. T he working class is the
major force worldwide that can lead the vay to a socialist futue - to a
real mdical democacy from below. The Socialist Rty fights for pro- I
gressie changes compdible with a socialist futue. We suppot militant . Eat year Risadendalibrnia

working class stuggles and electoal action, independent of the capital- | '€SidentVanda Dunn dipped of a bg of

ist controlled two-party system,to present socialist altenatives We strive | ©0YS @@ local arsing home This patem

for democrtic revolutions - radical and fundamental banges in the changd in October othis year as she paed
structure and quality of economig, political, and peisonal elations - to | all of her prized possessions into plastic bags
abolish the pawer now exercised by the few who control grea wealth and | and dopped them on thednt porch of her

the government. The Socialist Rty is a democatic, multi-tendency neighbos house with a note detailingvithe
organization, with structure and pirctices visile and accessile to all goods should be disttited. One bg

members. contained hereaty toy dondion. The net

delivered on this ppmise with a shotgurtalst
to her head.In her suicide notehe encour
aged her husband to use the mofrem her
life insuance polig to py off the dét on
their house




Zelig Ster
Healthcar

On a rainy November &8ting in Nlva lage

n

goup opeoplathexd in Times Squand thenthis county ae curently uninsued while
another fifty million are underinsured and 3

mached to the heagsaHI, a non-pfit

health insurance conipeimyawesatization.
The mahersee demonstrating in sopfie
passageHR 676, a bill for nationdespagyr

healthaaand agnst theqposed\atization ofprivatizdion ae the not ér profit insuance

GHI/HIP . The demonstratsngnizd by

many gups includinge®ei Health Insurance march of privatizaion to g one stp

Must GoHealthcasNowank and file union
membe®&ocialist Action, The Socigyist P

USA, and otherBhe following is a spechygneans in@ased @miumsincreased co-

Zelig Ster Seetay ofthe Socialisit{? NYC
local.

We live in a moment mere polig-malers
beliere the fee maket to be the amer to all
problems While potectionism mahare
been an\dl of yesteday, all esponsile
trade baiers hae been lwken and eplaced
by so called “&e tade”,a poliy devastéing
to workers and the emronment both in the
developed and lesswd#oped wrld. Do-
mesticayl puldic programs theAmericans
depend on hee fallen victim to the seem-
indy unstoppble mach of privetization.
While the curent economic crises ynlaave
stated to vale people up to the dasg of
these principletheir disastus efects heae
been ppaent since the éning

Healthcare is an area where the effeataceuticaltiealth inswance companies

of free maket caitalism hee been paicu-

e is Our Right!

larly caastophic Fifty million people in

these ombes ae ony gowing This tend
must be stopped!
Two of the mostecent tagets of

companies GHI/HIP We cannot alle the

forward. GHI/HIP covers orer 90% ofcity
workers and theirdmilies Privaizaion

pays and inceased denial®Vhile Nav York
Stde and N/ York City ae pomising hug
cuts to social pgrams New Yorkers canng
afford to have their health carhuted into

the free maket system.

It is not enough to stop therfvard
progress ofthis free maket dobal takover.
We nrust pesent alterdive systemsOnce
again the ugeng to do this is neher moe
pressing than in health €aHealthcag is a
right, not a prvilege! That is why we cannot
leave healthcarup to the Wims ofthe free
maiket and the health insurce companie
We need a guamtee thiapeople will hae

t
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Editor

Billy Whaton

Editorial Board

Mal Herbet, Corvener
Couttney CampbellJim Mara
Tina PhillipsStere Rossignol
Steve Sea

healthcare and that the cost of their healtRate 1 Year Subscription

will not be a brden on theirViely hood. We
must hae socialied healthcar This mean
worker and consumer coatrof the phar

S

hospitalsand doctas The frst st in
continued o

day Dunn administed a self-iticted vound
to her head Dunris bungalon, which had
been in thedmil for three gnedtions was
being bredosed on ¥ a bank and she too
faced eiction. Wanda Dunn as so unwill-
ing to allev her esidence to be ik tha she
lit the stucture on fre just bajre pulling the
trigger on the shotgunA few days laer
neighbor Ste Biooks made a visit ¥ista
Cove Nursing Home to defer Dunrs final
toy donaion.

The police dicer daiged with
investigting Wanda Dunis de¢h offered a
profound obseration, “this was geryones

things lile home déredosues The violenc
of capitalism is often anonymous and
locded insideeldions in vhich profit-
making isdvored over aly human right to
housing Socialiston the other hand,
would alvays prioritie the rights ohuman
beings wer those ofmortgage banks ¥
seeking a societyganiz2d aound socialist

Individual $10 institution - $25
Bulk Rate (25 per issue) - $45
Submissions

The Socialstvays looking dr
fresh meerial vinich highlights the
struggles ofthe working dass
News storiedirst-peson testimo-
nials and albfms of the ats ae
welcome Please limit letteto 500
words and dicles to 1,250Submit
as .doc or tf file.

Contact the Editor

Billy Whatton, Editor, SP-USA
339 Lafyette St#303 NYC 10012
billyspryc@yhoocom

Disclaimer

The Socialspuliished ly the SP-

values ofcompassiorsolidarity and human-YSA- Unless otherwise noted,

ity. The oft epeded socialist sfan to
“nationalize the banks” is therefore mor

views expressed in this publication
are those of the authors and not
necessarily of the SP-USFhe

than an economic demand — it is attempt tSocialistay be e-printed with

allov human beings to egjeha should b
their human right to things $uas housin

fault and no onesudlt! Capitalism is indeedand to stem the tide of the casualties o
a system of relations where no single pergmonomic recession.

can be said to be entirely responsible for
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Brian Moore

Notes on a Presidential Campaign

Our total wte count as of
November 212008is 7,
610. However, the Socialist
Party USA did qualifyof
write-in sttus in 22 stas
potentially increasing our
vote totals We hope to
adieve 8,000 to 9,00Chen
the final results are in.

Ovenll, the esults
for third paties vere \ery
sobering, since our totals
whete signitcanty dovn
from the elections of 2000
and 2004.The Obamaate
was in some sensan
aberration, due in pdrto the
fact that electing a person of
color moved libeals and
independents b&dnto the Demoatic Party cdegory, no
mdter wha their expectéions vere of the outcome ofin
Obama pesideng The other infuencing dctor vas the
strong anti-Bush/anti-8pubdican wte This was fueledn
pat, by fear on the paof Demockets, Indegpendents and
progressie \oters, which led to aetred badk into voting for
the "lesser ofwo evils" because itas "still better thanhat
we had." Br mary wters Obama seemedédila "sad" wote
no mdter how they looled ait. | am still coriflent tha
there were may Americans to did not lile either canditia
but took the easyay out.

Despite the conditionsferenced bove, | feel the
Moore/Alexander '08 tiet did vell. We enhanced the
Socialist &ty's steus credibility and acqatance with mgn
Americans Our gpeaances on teksion pograms vere
crucial to ciculding our ideasThe ColberReport, Fox
News' Neil Cauto Report three sparae timesa 30 mintes
C-Span intetiew, and tvo CNN reports on our candidgc
were moe than & pected fom the ndonal media.

The United Stas gvemment bailout ofNVall Steet
financial institutiongnd McCain's acctisas of Obama
being a "Socialist" also enhanced our dypities to gplain
or deend our positions as Sociali€sir interiens on
intemet ladig on dout 30 adio pograms mary of which
were bioadcast nen-wide was another contritbing fictor
in making an enhanced impact on thiemal scené\Ve also
had substantialtadles in major nespgers like the St.
Peteshurg Times the TampaTribune the Chicgo Tribune
the Milvaulee dumal,the LosAngelesTimesand maw
local andagional ne/spgers majazines and meslettes

Intemet Hogs like the Ballot
Access Nes theThird Party
Report and the Indpendent
Political Nevs along with
Daily Kos andwikipedia and
Politics1.com alkeported on
our tikket and the Socialist
Party.
We qained ballot access in
eight sties belov our gal
of 15 or 20 and evbendtfed
from legal assistanceofn a
law professor aCapital
University in Columbs
Ohio, who helped us qualify
in Ohig and comelose to
gualifying on the ballots in
the states of Louisiana and
Mississippi.He did a pd
job for us
We vere dle to mise tens ofhousands otlollas
thanks to gneous dontions fom SP membsrand non-
membes who were ecited ly the campaignSo man
people wte \ery genepus and made sigiodnt sacries
considering their pgwnal cicumstancesSome people&ar
still making contrilttions after the electioto help us oger
a campaign deft of gpproximaely $9,000 to $10,000.
We were thrilled ly the suppdrof membes in
mary staes vho worked diliggently to gt us on the ballot
through petitioningor to qualify us as write-in cantida
Voluntees assisted us in 31tetato qualify tile another
group of people wrked long and hdrbut were not &le to
gain us a ballot dtes in their stas despite theirfefts
In other sttes where we did not gen d@tempt to
qualify due to the difcult equiementswe still had ®lun-
teers who passed out our literature or called the press and
local goups to pomote our cause despite thé& lafcour
presenceWe qained vluntees via the interet,through our
website and the pif's website and the campaign
committee's oraing pulticity eforts The potentialdr
something biger was thee
All-in-all,it was a aliant effort by the Socialistary,
as ve did the best thave couldand ve feel ve made
progressand abieved enough successes todase the
patty's ndonal membeship and n@onal ecanition in the
coming months ancegs We also hilt upon the wrk of
our noble pedecessarand hae maed upvad in teahing
the populace andorkers in this counyr of our paty's rid
heritage and intagst in their wifare



David McReynolds
Another Look at Obama’s Victory

Minutes after Bak Hussein Obamanished his speen
Chicapo, acceting his election asd3identin front of a
multi-racial cowd of tens upon tens dhousands of
peopleand as teanman davn the fce oflessealkson,
something quiteemakable hgpened alleer the United
Stdes

A friend,who had beentany gpatment vetching
the esultsphoned fom her home deer in the Laver
East Side togport crowds of youth were in the stret
bloking taffic. Other friends coiimed demonsitions in
the EasVillage, Times SquayHalem,Union Squa -
acoss the city and ass the rnigon. Spontaneouysin-
planned, an expression of pent-up relief after eight years of
Bush/Cheng Several hunded blks gtherd outside the
White HouseThere were outhursts of joy acoss the
world.

Socialists need to see in Obama's election some
velry positve thingsinduding more than aything elsghe
election of an African American to the office of Preside
But also inleiding the aote work of tens ofthousands of
youngAmericans @wn to the political pcess\We knav,
of cousse tha Obama is not a socialishd th&he is not a
radical Tha should not &g us fom rejoicing in the deé
of bhn McCainl've never beenlale to subscribe to the
notion tha if the worst side wins theosking dass will be
one stp doser to victoy. | think, on the contuy, we will
find it easier to @vk in a politicallonae where thee is
hope th&achange is possie.

Yes we need to mss Obama on azim fionts |
could list may but I'll list just adw.

* Masste investment in our indstucture as a gy of
creding jobs and ineasing spendingfn belav. We need
to repair our bridgs rebuild our &il systemmodenize our
urban engy and veter systemsnvest in nev geen
tecnolagy.

* Swift withdewal of our forces fom Irag and a basic shift
in theAfghanistan policwhich should betangd

from one ofintervention to one oheayotidion and the
withdrawal of US brces

* Recaynition of Hamas in Blestingas wvell as the &estin-
ianAuthority an end ofmilitary aid to both the lael and
the Arab staes resumption ofdiplomaic reldgions with
Iran,and pessue on both lan and Isael tavard a nudear
free Middle East.

* Recanition of the ggvemment of Cubaand end the
restrictions on &de and avel.

* The dosing Guantanamo and also all other cenfer
torture, sud as thaa Bagram,in Afghanistan.

* The dosing all US militarbases outsides our thes

* An examingion of curent diug lavs with the viev to

@galizing marijuana and seeking to deal witnhaatliction
through treatment as a medical, not a criminal, problem.

* The esthlishment of a commission toxamine iy the US

has the lagest prison popuii@n in the wrld, how we can

shift from a "prison nation" to one free of capital punishment
and with a shaly lover prison poputan.

* Immedide st@s tavard a sinkg-paer health plan to ger
everyone lving in this couny and the immedia pubic

owneship of the phamaceutical industr

These a not socialist gie - just easonlle pats of
a piogram br a enaval of our ndion. And they ae hadly a
full list! But vinat | think very impotant doout this election is
something I'g not head othes comment on - thetun of a
sense of "cvil society" in Wich citizns &lt they had a right
to speak toand be hedrhy their gvemment.

In the most taible moment ofthe Cvil Rights
struggle, when lives vere being losit was still possié for
Martin Luther King Jrto sit davn with &hn F Kenneg and
then with lyndon Bainesofinson - not "instead of" demon-
strating, but "in adlition to" oiganizing mass demoraitns
and cvil disobedience

| rememberduring theVietnamWar, organizing a
small goup of intellectuals to meet wiftdlai Steensonthen
the UN Ambassadoto ask him toeasign his post in gtest to
the VietnamWar. Rather than dismissing the idea asasutr
geous Stevenson met with ourgup for over an hour When
Cater was Pesident anédindrew Young his ambassador to the
UN, mote than twenty ofus met with¥oung athe US
Mission to the UN wging the US to do meror disamament,
while @ the same moment thousandgebple wre rallying

continued ohvp
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Eric Chester
A Socialist Perspective on the

The inancial crisis mes a ne/ el in the golution of the
capitalist systenCaitalism has ceased to be @ymssie
force in economic @elopmentlts undelying drnamic of
individual geedjoined with a latant disegard for the long-
term welfare of the commnity, inevitably brings with it
economigcsocial and eironmental disastérhese destic-
tive forces &r outveigh the limited andesied impetus
capitalism gies to inngation and irention.As radicalswe
need to arculae a distincyl socialist altedive to the
current crisis

The curent collpse ofthe inancial sector is
indicdive of the total &ilure of the caitalist economic
system. During the recent housing boom, speculators
offered decptively low inteest ete loans on magages As
a resultmillions bought houses theould not dbrd. Much
of the funding for these loans came from some of the

Financial Crisis

lamgest and most peerful inancial institutions in theovd.

For a briefmomentJending institutions and banks made

huge piofits, but then,as usuathe hubble kurst, learing the
housing m&et and theifiancial sector in complete diaar

As the housing miaat slides ward a fieetll
dedine the entie economis being @gged davnward.
Bankstottering on the brink ohsoleng;, ae reluctant to
extend loansT his tightening otredit extends bgond the
housing met, cuttailing irvestment thwughout the
private sectarln a dobally inteyrated econoty) a shap
downtum in the US econory ripples apidly throughout
the world. Alread, commaodity pricegspecialloil,have
dived davnward, making it een moe dificult for those in
the deeloping countries to stive.

The Limits of Reform

Although widesgad mddet deeguldion exacerbted the
depth of the curent crisisthe unddying poblems un far
deger. Caitalism cannot beformed or egulded. It is
inheently unstale and destictive. In temms of the curent
crisis the bllowing points should beyt in mind vihen
listening to prgressie pundits callingf a stricteragula-
tion of the maketplaceFirst,once the econgyrhas bgun
to collgse libeal nostums gneally prove to be oflittle
value By the time cqorations and consumehae lost
confidence in the econgniower inteest etes and dédit
financing hee little impact on iestment decisioriBuring

NY C Anti-Bailout Protest - photo ly Alex Nathanson

tion of Iraq andAfghanistanThe hu@ costs othe bailout will
further restrict the laility of the ggvemment to fund job-
creding programs

Secondthe curent enthusiasnof deeguldion follows
closey from the d¢pbal intgration of the caitalist system.
Comorations maed their ctories eerseas@ressy to escae
govemment eguldions as vell as toxploit a vorkforce tha
could be coeed into acqaing lover wages

Furthemoreg, financial m&ets hae becomelgbally
integrated, so tha banks and othemfancial institutions can
quikly shift funds to uregulded makets locted aywhere
around the wrld. Globalizdon undemines the fility of
naional ggvemments to maintairnven minimal contl over
large coporations and it is thaxfore not syprising thathe
fedeal govemment &iled to monitor the mtgage maket as it
headed tward the &yss

Finall, businessycles hae been occung for hun-
dreds ofyeas Indeedcaitalism is a system rked ky booms
and lusts since it is @mised on the actions iofdividual
businesses thmanipulte makets to maximi their evn
profit. Unfortundely, the actions ofin indvidual lusiness
paticulaly in an econoyndominged ky lage and pwerful

the 1930<President Rosevelt followed Keynesian policies corporations can easilunivel the enti econom

of pump-primingAlthough unemplgment ates delined,
they remainedtavery high lgels until 1939yhen the

In the case ofhe curent crisiswhen an inneetive motgage
broker decided to pitaliZ on the apid incease in the price of

goproat of U.S paticipaion inWorld War 11 brought with housing i g-anting loans to indduals \wo obviousy could

it a \ast pogram of militaly spending andrived the
econony. These dgs the deal govemment is arag/

not aford them the poblem gpeaed to be limited in scope
Should the baower defult,the motgage holder couldafre-

opewting d a substantial deit, due to the militaroccupa- clos€ and then sell the house & substantial giit. The

stheme seemed to be aedive way of cashing inso grod tha



National Action Commission

Our Love is Worth Fighting For

The ecent pasga of anti-gy referendums ineldion to equal
marriage rightsadoptionand eldaed aeas points out the
ongoing paver of the anti-gy religious rightT his is a timeof
all of us;gay, straight,white people ofcolor, young old,
religiousnon-eligiousmen,women to ta& a stand in supgor
of equal rightsor all peoplesn this casd;GBT (Lesbian/
Gay/BilT rans) peoplé\s socialists evcall r economic
democagy, grassoots politicsand emancipary libegtion. As
feminists w oppose gaarchal systems thatempt to enbrce
artificially one type ofiender gpression or seial identityAs
anti-:acists w oppose hite supemay and its dide and
conquer tactics thatempts to split up the unity ¢te working
cdassWe call br the epeal ofall anti-IGBT lavs and states
and calldr the rights oiminorities to not be up tecall ly a
sometimes misled majaritye will work with goups verking to
overturn these antiay decisions and cadk funity ofall the
oppressed in our stet vision ofa just societyyhich we
beliare will be fultled by maving tavards a socialist sociey
society Wete people will be in coopon with eals other
through their dict paticipaion and ble to benef from the

fruit of their ldor to the benéfof themseles and all in society

A Socialist Ferspective...
other bokers and bardss rushed to pdicipae.

The lubble kept expandingbut only as long as hous-
ing prices contired to riseand inteest etes emained .
This vas an edife thawas bound to colise lile a house of
cads sending the enéireconom into a dawnward spial. Once
again, capitalist makets filed to tad into account the inter
latedness oft modenm, industrializd societyOnly a planned
econorny can gercome this inhent and dtal flaw.
Bailing Out Billionair es
With mary of the lagest banks andhfincial institutions on th
brink of bankuptgy, the Bush administion proposed a
gigantic bailout thawill cost taxpgers hundeds ofbillion of
dollas The Democitic Congessional leadship ushed to
suppot the Administetion's pioposaland,with the adition
of a hunded billion dollag in tax beaks to the galtly and
affluent,the bill quikly gained Congessionalproval.

Essentiayl the bailout bill injects huradts ofbillions
of dollas of gpvemment mong into banks andrfancial
institutions thiaare on the gme of bankuptoy. Thus the rid
and poverful ae beinge&scued &rm the hug losses tlyenould
have @sorbed ifthe maket were allaved to un its couse

This stggering greavay will bring higher tas and
further uts in essential social/geErsAs presidentObama will
use hisltarismtc gopeal to sell these quaad the accompgn
ing detine in lving standals to those Wo can least fafrd it.
A SocialistAlternative
Of cousse as socialistseneject the bailout plaApologists

for caitalism aliays insist thigprofits ae a eward for risk-
taking and et when paverful financial institutions tak
foolhady risksand losgthe pultic winds up bailing them
out.

We need to makthese pointsub we need to g
much further. In the pastsocialists ve adanced @nsi-
tional demands thpoint the vay to a nes societyde-
mands sutas a six-houraskday. Now théa capitalism has
enteed into a period aferminal deling we need to

Jresent demands thia and ofthemseles pesent ele-
ments ofthe tansition to a socialist society

In this cont&t, a socialist pgram to meet the
current crisis wuld demand thidhe govemment tak over
the financial sectpwithout compensian, and then
dela@ate the distribtion of home loans to a decealized
network of non-puofit credit unionsThe edeal govem-
ment wuld @ree to assumesponsibilitydr the dedult-
ing motgages but only with the undatanding thisthe
govemment vould be paid bador this subsigby recev-
ing the poceeds hen these housesaoldpver and
above the equity accumated ty the curent residentdn
the shot-run,the costs othis déade would be bome Ly
those vino beneted from the scam tbugh a stesy
graduded income tax.

Sut a pogram to counter the immetsecrisis is
not enoughHousing is too impéant to be left in the

hands ofavaricious specutas and deelopes The edeal
continued oh3p
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Billy Wharton
Meltdown in Paradise:Wall Street and Hawall

An old Hawaiian poverb structulally unsound strctue.
stdes “O ka makzo wale no Resident Beradette¥ockman
ka mea hapapa i ka pouli” described her unltt was

(only the lind gopes in the unsanitay. It was terible. But
dakness).As theWall Steet we needed aof over our
meltdavn speads into the heads The unstble mass of
Hawaiian econognthe mderials gentual collgsed
island kusinesslass and sliding off the mountain into a
Repubican Gaemor ae nearly steambed with ten
doing their fair share of people still insideKalihi is an
groping The stées extreme early signal of the coming
reliance on the tourist barbarity of a society in reces-
industy males it one othe sion.

most vulnerable regions to In the face ofthese stge
wha is qui&ly becoming a economic declines and their
global recession. Couple this relaed social éécts Hawaiis

with the fee-maket ideolgy of Govemor Linda Linge and first Republican @vemor in 40 gas Linda Lindg, has
Hawaiian esidents arfaced with theery real pospects ofa proposed a ‘ticus on innegtion” Linde, who was a con-
painfully de@ recession. tender &r bHhn McCaiis Vice-Pesidential nomitian,
Tourist sector stigtics anticigad the gneal slaving undestands the cutting aitde spending as being tpaulaty
of theAmerican econoy, When the hotel occupan@te  innovative andjn a Sptember 212008 speécpledgd tha
topped out at 83% in 2004, it seemed that success in théwe will contimie to laver businessdes and not inease
tourist sector muld once @ain guide theemerl econom taxes’ She also calledrf‘frank discussionstith island
The unemplhpment ete was dnen to a 30gar lav of 2.2% trade unions and a contance ofthe “stées conserative
in December 02006. The frst dow to the tourist sectoras budget stucture” Instead ofmepping out a plarof relief
delvered in edy 2008 as\oha andATA Airlines collpsed  she contioes to tout Brbes Mgazine's upgding ofthe
thereby reducing theumber ofavaildle flights into the stde's bondating Business leadeon the island i@
islands Calls ér the Havaiian stee or fedeal govemment gpplauded Linigs cowviction tha the prvate-sector can
to intevene and rienaliz the ainays vere rejected Y free- inheently “stebilize and self-coect; and thagovemment
martket Govemor Linda Linge. Consequentlby mid-2008, intewvention is futile
the Bank ofHawaii reported tha passergy olume fom Multingionals hee read these political signdésty
North America had déned on a garto-year basisypmoe and seem to beeisting the fnancial meltden as oppdunity
than 12%.By Sptemberas the shacfrom Wall Steet bgan to move on vealened localusinesses andal este. The
to filter into the tpbal econowy) Hawaiian tourism &s in a  drugstoe dainWalgeens @centy announced the pinase
freefll. Room occupancplungd to 65%domestic aivals of four local phanacies on the island bfaui and seeks to
dedined ty 22% and the econgriost $141 million in visitorexpand futher. Disng/ has contimed plans to constct a
spending Business lgan immedie firings 1,100 Igoffs in  large-scale med-useesot which will fedgure moe than 800
the tourist sector alonghich drove the unempignent ete  units The 21-a@& oceanfint resot in Oahu epresents an

to more than doule its 2006 el d 4.5%. expansiondr Disng, since thisacdion housing is not
The emaging crisis could not be idgeldin the suppoted ty a neanptheme-p&rand brings the compan

tourist industy. As in other pas of the county, the housinginto direct competition with hotehains sut as Matiott and
bubble also brst producing a crisis iofedosues 594 Hilton. One fnal efect of multingional coporations came
homes wire foredosed on in $gembera 77% in@ase fsm indirectly in the bod industy. The Haming Restauant had,
August. The spilleer into the ental matet forced the since the 1950sade itsela stple thoughout the islandyb
median gerage rent to nedy $1,200 a monttResidents he sewing up a manof American-style “coraft food” In
been dwen to despete measws to secerafordeble October ofthis year one ofthe last ming locdions only

housing In the Honolulu neighborhood #&falihi,slumlods one otheremains in opetion, announced itdasue,
creded an impovised housing sictuie made opoles and budkling under risingobd costsincreasing leaseywaents
plywood davn the side ofmountain. Fifty families paid $50@nd competition &m lov-priced &st-bod kusinessesA
to $700 a month tové in this caimpedunsanitar and customer méed the loss “It is lka parof your family



National Action Committee

Socialist Pay Condemns Post-Electionadist Attaks

The Socialistdty USA condemns thaaialy motvated
atadks which have followed the election dBaradk Obama as
president ofthe United Stas People ofcolor hae been
targeted thoughout the coungrby small goups ofracist
whites Acts hae ranged fom a coss lurning sinulaed
lyndhings andwen violent iadks in some instancelslain-
stream ne/s souces eport that hundeds ofincidents hae
occured.

The election oBaladk Obama ws undoubtedlan
important historical\v@nt. Millions of Americansejected
the ace andad baiting tactics dhe McCain-&lin campaign
and cast theiroge without egard to race-stius The election
therefore diew from the long-ten progressie cultual
impact ofthe cvil rights meement. Viewed entiely from
this pespectie, the election oDbama epresents a poten-
tially progresste moment ilAmerican ace eldions

Sady, the Obama @sideng will ofer little ofthe
“chang” and “hope’it promised thoughout the campaign.

Early indications are that his administration will be direct i } ) )
@rants is s&rto emege among a section vhites Elite

by a fee-maket caitalist genda and his policies will seek
enhance the pfitability of comporations & the expense of
working-dassAmerica. People canxgect little in the ay of
fundamentallang in healthcar militarism or walth
redistritution. Winning these oth neededlanges will be
the duty ofbroad social mements

Poor and wrking dass wites will thezfore be
challengd not to &ll bak into patems of racial anims
which debilitated the lbor mozement thoughout the 20th
centuy. As stolarW.E.B DuBois notedwhite workers hae

A Meltdown in Paradise..
becauseoy gew up with these local placi®se daries
yeah?”

Hawaii is not asxeeptional as it maseem.Other
areas in the countrequajl reliant oriwall Steet hae been
devastéed and ther is moe pain to comeYet, the edy
peak ofthe Havaiian econognand the shpness ofits
subsequent déme ofer gim lessonsofr other egions just
entering the wrst of the ecessionPeople cangect little
assistance to autatically be povided local and seagovem-
ments - paer indeed concedes nothing without a deman
Politicians sutas Linda Lirg will emain committed to
“market-based solutiongen vhile esidents constct
third-world slum housingLaige coporations viev this
power vacuum as an opganity A financial crisis will help
Comorate America to accehte their monopolizaon of
every aspect ofife The questiontdhand is hay much
longer working people will be willing tdirdly grope in the
dak. Perhgs another Haaiian poverb might povide
guidance out athis disastefif the wish to come arisaslk
firmly”

often pioved willing to drgo the stuggle for mderial @ins in
favor of receving the psghological veges ofwhiteness

As the US headsward a major economiecession,
adacist discose vhich tagets people o€olor and immi-

politicians will seek to mobilize these sentiments as a means
to push drward a right-wing politicabenda. However, dass
unity can be built through a critical recognition of the role of
racism inside ofgitalist societySpeaking oubfcefuly
against acism anduilding demoetic multi-racial coalitions
will gredly assist in the congttion of the mass social
movements needed to reobgond the meger reforms
offered ly the Obamaegime
White supemag is a primarenerg of working

class solidarityThe lecent acist #adks ae puposeful
atempts to diide vorking peoplegainst edt other The
socialist left has |lewd the hat lessons othe 20th centyr
and will oppose gmacist #tadks be thg cultual or plysical.
A cultuial pproat which fedures echang and eragement,
instead ofjust toleance offers the brightest possibilities f
unity among allevking people Public campaigns and pglic
proposals to dismantle the prison industrial complex, address
issues okervironmental acism and tohalleng racial
patems of emplyment could demonste the diectiveness
(ﬁ’f anti-acist tass politics

' We recaniz tha every human beingegardless of
their county of origin or skin pigmerttan needs healthear
a dean ewironment and a peacefuglffocialistsamain
committed to lsallenging theehr racism and oppssion tha
typify citalist societyybhuilding meements Wwich demon-
strate thd solidarityequality and compassiomeofbrighter
possibilitiesdr humanity Thus the Socialistdty USA sgs
no to racist #adks! No to vhite supemag! And, yes to
working dass solidarity in the sme of human libeation!
Approved by SP-USA NAC 11/20/08
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Aron Guy
Change from Below: Dutch Socialists Build
a Grassroots Movement

Three dgs bebre the pesidential 0 be identikd as the par of the vorking dassin pat by

electionPutch Socialist &ty people wo felt the older and Igar Ldor Rarty no lon@r
member ofthe Eubpean Bilia- represented then\s the SP became ra@uccessfuhe
ment Kartika Liotad met with the Patty made an imptant decisionSP memberin all leels
New York City hapter of the of office would dew an aerage salay; with ary excess
Socialist &ty USA atheA.J Muste Mong retumed to the pay. This would gve the pay
Institute in lever Manh#an to more financial esouces to adress issues abncen to
share her experience of building athéir membex
widespead gassoots mwement. For exampleLiotad said the Dutt SP is leading
“People ere looking ér the way in outlaving the use o&sbestos and helping the

something dierent” said Liotad, victims of asbestos-related illnesses — a campaign sup-
who has spent 21 years helping toported in par by the salaries @P-elected politicians
crede a pay thd is stong on the skets and a winnerrthe Other sources of funding come from the sliding-
ballot ba. scale dues paid to thetgdwy its member In adlition,
In a small counyrof 16.5 million people without a  People dorta their timewhich means a little moyean g
substantial left-wingatdition,the Duth Socialist &ty (SP) has@ ®eldively long vay.
more than 60,000 membeand is the thirlagest anddstest- With successhe SP in@ased itsotus on main-
growing of the Nethelands'ten paliamentay paties taining a lose transpaent lelaionship with peoplet ¢he
Founded in 1972he SP holds 25 df50 sda in the Nether ~ grassoots level. As the lagest opposition pay in palia-
lands laver house opatiamentwhich alloctes ses based on ment,the SP had d@ance to join in theufing coalition
the poportion of the popular ate This is the equalent of ~ With Christian Demoets and the Lizor Farty after the

holding &out 72 sda in the 435-member®House of 2006 electionbut ultimaely decided ttighe level of
Representtves although the 1$ system ofvinnertale-all compomise \as too high.

voting would male this nuch more dificult to abieve. Liotard The “secet; then,of a d/namic socialist me-
is one of2 membes of her paty elected toepresent the ment tuns out to be not so setmafter allintenselocal,
Nethetands in the 785-member Bpean Biiament. highly adative comnunity oganizing doneyohad-

Liotard explained thiathe Dutd SP atieved success Working people o did not let their smalumbes or their
by ceding an galitarian socialist rmementbuilt on the failues deter thent &rst and o so &r hae not let their
experience and actice ofits membex Guided ly three coe  growth or electaal success takhem way from their base
concets of human dignityequality and solidaritire paty Liotard ended her discussion withrangl pedic-
rejected the notion af top-devn socialist m@ment and tion.“I'll come bacnext year and @ will be in a huegy

insisted on fullgpresentdon of membes’ interests and needshall! she said.
“We knev we had to arde a nev kind of moden socialism,

Liotard said. 141
The SP is dedial to the principles & geneous Waltl ng for

our next

social wlfare stée and pulic avneship of key sectos of the
economy. In the shot-tem, its membes ae working to
allesiae the moe a@yregious hamns of the caitalist stie. At the .y
beginning two or thiee SP membenould travel to a neighber ed |t|0n?
hood and listen to comumity concars Was thee too nuch
garbae on the seret? Not enough lights anmnéght? No
facilities dr the elddy? Once the needem identifed,the SP  |R(GORIALE
would help to aganiz local people to selthose mblems Socialist WebZine
The SP also coopted with tade unionshelping during .
strikes and wrking to eform lbor law. in between!
This stetegy eventualy led to the election @&ocialist

membes & the local andegional lgel,and ty 1996the SP had http://socialistwebzine.blogspot.c
its first ndional epresenttives in the pdiamentThe SP bgan




Dan Jakopovich

The Korean Colonial War and the American

Support for Mass Murder

A crime is a crimahether pgretieted in the name of

girl who were thiown into a avzine (Were hous lder seeral

Stalinism, fascism, capitalism or democratic socialism.were still alle and moaninghe did nothing/\. J Sédald,the

However, although it is togafor instancgpopular in

Stde Degpatment liaison to Mac#rur, conirmed in a dae to

Croatia to refer to the Bleiburg massacre (where Nazi secetal of stde DeanAcheson theMacAthur's command

collaborationists and somevdians vere mecilesst killed)

viewed the South &rean killings as an “inted méter” and

as an ostensible manifestation of the “criminal” nature tbht the American command had “refrained from taking any

the Yugoslar social evolution itselfit is ignoed tha

action”in this egard. This however, is not entiely accuste.

cgpitalism hasabys been stped in lbood and crimesind There were signitant brms of coopedation with the gecutos

tha following the Secondlorld War “democatic” caital-

so tha, for examplethe Stee Dgpatment told diploma to

istic countries also settled accounts with the defeated iavaid issuing commentbaut the eports in connection with

horrific mannet

Sea@t documents &im the KoreanWar were recenty
publishedrevealing thiain the mid 1950s the US
authorised the killing @pproximaely 100,000 leftists
geneally without ag formal daiges or trials thetsoever.
The highest aites in the entgon and Sta Department
classiied this &ct & the time as a milisasecet and
concealed it @m the pubc. In the words of the historian
dung Byung-joora member othe South KreanTruth
and Reconciliston Commissiorthe American “amy were
a the crime scene and took pietuand wate eports”
The head othe commission posited tliae rumber of
100,000 leftists killed isry consevaive On the basis of
some eseath it is beliged,for exampletha the majority
of 300 thousand leftists and their sythipas who were
sent to concerdtion campstahe bginning ofthe var for
“re-eduction” wete killed Prior to the bginning ofthe
war, the American militar govemment in South &rea
banned the BreanWorkers Rarty, and &the bginning of
the var the cluelly suppessed @cticalf all brms of
leftist political actity thd were disceered.

There is alsovedence and inditans of the diect
US ole in the killing®One Noth Korean eport, for
examplestdes thaanAmerican militar adiisor gve the
order to kill @proximéely a thousand prisorsein Indheon
in lae dily 1950The American jouralistAlanWinnington
reported the allgetions ty a witness th&merican dicess
supevised masskecutions in Daejeofolonel Rllins S
Emmerit laer wiote in his eport to militayy historians
tha he @étempted to pavent the gecutions 0f3,500
prisones in the southerpott city of Pusan bt
authorisaon was nonetheless/gn fom the head othe
American commanaif the massxecutions ofleftists
Furthemore, for examplewhen the Br East

commander anéhdical anti-comrmist Geneal Doudas
MacAthur was inbrmed in a highldassifed eport of the
execution ofgpproximéaely 300 people near Rpg
induding the rarder of women and a 12- or 18arold

the South KKrean crimesnd theAmerican ambassador in
London,for example chamacterised agport on the massagin
Dajeoru as a ‘dbricdion;” while theAmerican any lder
blamed Noth Korea br the massaer

Those o ae acquainted with thhaacter ofAmerican
foreign polig following the Secondlorld War, American
military intemventions (ofvarious types and intensities) and the
crimes in Chindtaly, Greecethe Philippinesluring the
KoreanWar (in vhich goproximéely 3 million people perished),
Albania Easten Eutope Westen Europe Iran,Costa Rica,
SyriaJndonesiaBritish Guianayietnam (pproximaely 4
million dead)Cambodia @roximeely 600,000 peasantsev
bombaded prior to the aival of the Khmer Ruge),Laos
Haiti, GuagemalaAlgeria,Ecuadorthe Cong, Brazil,Peru, the

Dominican Rpubic, CubaEastTimor, GhanaUJrugug, Chile
continued ol

North Korean Prisoner Executed by South KoreanTroops
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SARI KULBERG & BiLL BALDERSTON

Hunger in a World of Plenty

Was Malthus rightAre we condemned to avid of food
production unble to meet populi@n needsespeciallin a
period ofurban &pansion?Are we condemning theord to
mass stagtion? The anger is NO!!!' The od crisis
gopeaed to eplode @emight,reinforcing £as thd there ae
just too map people in theavid. Accoding to the RO,

reseve systems withel hey have unwisel placed fulldith
in the fiee maket to self-caect,and eliminizd their last
emegeng response maanism.

This stuctural poblem is equalllinked to bod
production,intemaional ©od salesand poduction ér
expott. In ealier centuriegolonialism dictad the eoiganiz-

with recod gain havests in 200Thete is moe than enough ing of local firming economies andgaluction br sale in the

food in the wrld to feed geryone--aleast 1.5 times cent
demand.In fact,over the last 20e@s food pioduction has
risen steadild over 2% a gar while the ae of populdion
growth has dopped to 1.14% agr Fopuldion is not out
stripping thedod suppl.

Ladk of food pioduction isarely the eason tha
people & hungy. This can be seen moktaty in the
United Sties wher despite the pduction ofmore food
than the poputon needshungr remains a sigigant
problem. Accoding to the & Department of Agriculture,
in 2006 wer 35 million peoplevéd in bod-insecug house-
holds induding 13 millionhildren. Due to a ldcof food,
adults king in aver 12 million households could ndt ea
balanced meals and wep7 million &miliessomeone had
smaller pdions or skipped meali dose to 5 million
familieschildren did not gt enough to ¢a some point
during the gar

It is cetainly true thafor hundeds andwen
thousands offeas hun@r and stastion have been linkd
not only to naural factos, but social instality and \arfare
But in the contempary ea the mog immedite level is
made up offactos which hare ratied an acutevel in the
last tvo yeas when prices othe sixty gricultural commodi-
ties taded on the evld maket inceased 37 pegnt lastear
and 14 percent in 2006.

Tempoary measws ory beayin to adress the
longertem structuml lesel causeof this Hbod crisisThese
factos ae often lumped under thergeal céegory of neo-
liberalism.The lesult vas to tempt to do way with the
reguldory role of govemment and alle the maket to dictse
all.

What did this meanof food piooduction? In the
Global South it mearthe end to suppts for seedfettilizer,
price contols and tarfé. It alloved lage landavnes and
multinaional coporations to tak over much of the bod
production.This contasts with the omgng masse subsi-
dies lage fameirs/corporations contine to eceve in the US
But, one thing thiaboth sets okocieties ha in common is
the undemining of food eseves as aafl-bak in times of
crisis

For centurieggrain leseves hae been an essential
component offunctioning 6od systemsiowever, in the last
2 decadesthe US and most otherayemments hee let

colonizing n@ons Think of the impact ofsugr pioduction
on the @nocide ofcountless nive peoples othe Americas
and the adion of the TransAtlantic slge trade fom Africa.
The impact ofintemaional bod trade has also beendeful
over the last seral decadesThe so-called "@en Rvolu-
tion" (beginning in the 60's and70'siswot simpl the esult
of creding nev 'super aps' suk as the nw famous 'gneti-
caly-modifed bods Newly creded tetinolagy to rapidly
increase mrduction (andeduce lbor costs),is linled to the
‘structuial adjustment pgrams'forced onThird World
countries P intenaional institutiondike the Intenaional
Monetay FundtheWorld Bank, and moe recenty, the
World Trade Oganizéion (WTO), under the 'sti¢ of
massie dédt, creded ty the 'caot’ of free tade It is this
situdion which has allwed gigntic nultingional a@ribusiness
comporations suh as Cajill, Archer Daniels Midland and
Bunge to dominte dobal tade in ¢ains and Monsanto to
contiol more than 20 peent ofthe seed mket. This has
drasticall reduced the kadth and geérsity (intuding
massie debrestaéion) of the @ro-ecolgical systemsond-
wide This povokes not ont financial manipuian, but
vulnesgbility to all sas of disease andrhine

The lever for so nuch of this dastic tansbrmation
has occued though de-eguldion, creding a 'lgal' frame-
work for massie dangs in land teme and gricultual
dimension.If land eform/r edistrilution was the motor
force br so nuch of the socialavolution of the 20th



A Socialist Rerspective on the Financial Crisis
continuedrin p7

govemment should kggn kuilding millions ofunits of low
and medium densityigh-quality M-cost housingnte-
grated ethnical and a@ss income els These housing
units should be constited ly a unionied and ethnicglland
gender intgrated workforce and designed to be eger
efficient and lodad near argdly expanded system ofiass
transit.They should bewned ly local commnities but
should be opeted ty resident councils

These @& immedite demand$ut we need to me
guikly to a socialist socigtye in vinich housing is no
longer bought or soldyut instead is prided to all as a basi
right.In a socialist sociesll nev housing wuld be hiilt and
owned ly local gvemmentsbut opeeted by councils
elected Y the esidentdndividual houses and condomini-
ums could be occupieg the curent avness, but they could
not be sold or emsémred,and thg would be hsorbed into
the pultic sector ver a spedid period oftime

Housing needs to be placed in the sategocaas
health car and edudian. It needs to be completaemored
from the madtetplace and pvided to all on the basis tuftal
equality
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Hunger in aWorld of Plenty

Centuy (whether in China/ietham MozambiqugEl
Salador et al)wha is occuring naw is a everse distrib-

discountsCuba and other countries/daumned to urban
gardens and ganic bods to help supphev city dvelles
We nust demand ave-year moatorium on gro-

tion. One only has to look to Mexico to see the effects ofuels both in the US and in Eape (though the UN)while

ending the 'ejido’ system (commamfands in most of
Mexico which were a ged gain of the Meican Rvolution),
leading to the displacementmoillions of Mexicansmary of
whom hae ended up in the U this county, we see the
demise ofmost amily farms from the 80's to the @sent,
bought up maiglby aribusiness

Cettainly this dislod#on has led to inedide urban
growth, in most caseno piovisions hee been madef
adequte housing or job&ading to the edion of one
BILLION global slum delles mary of whom formelty
produced dod kut nowv baely subsisiThis ges hand-in-
hand with the massi loss offarmland.One damaic
example is theChina has had an ammhloss o2.6 million
acres since 2000.

The achitects ofthis failed fee maket stetegy ae
prescribing mar of the sameBut some countries Ve
resistedMalavi reintoduced subsidiesrfseed anckftilizers
and the yields ineased so dmaically tha they nowv export
food to Zimbdwe Veneuelaunder Cheez, has intoduced
a feeding pogram tha not only provides fee mealsof
children,the elddy and the infm, but also irolves a
massie netvark in the dod distrilution. They also hae
creded a netark of stores with basiombdstufs & major

other fuel systems can bealeped Secondwe nust seek
the eactvation of small-&mm agriculture by renayotiaing
free tade greements toafor local poduces and taking
famm production out oftheWTO. One immedig measa
which could be tadn is the pviding of $755 million to the
World Food Pogram to ma& emegeng food availdle.
Third, we nust insist onabuilding néional bod economies
by reesthlishing gain eseves both hee and baroad.

Finall, we nust prioritiz aro-ecolagy by shifting the
reliance fm genetic-engineed aricultue (its fee-tade
badkers and cqrorate pioduces) bak to a locajl based
environmental griculture. This would peseve the ewiron-
ment,and help mvide bod and empignent to the arld's
poor. It would also be mereficient sinceamily farms ae
more pioductie, on a pound per azbasighan lage
industrial éod pooduction. In adlition, it would be mich less
dependent on oil-basedaaluction.

Sud measwgs ae essential not grlo meet this
current food crisisbut to reverse the assault tiie neo-
liberal 'free-maket’ stetegy which is causing south impov-
erishment in theavid toda.

This is an edited ersion of an atticle which first gppeared in
the NEA Peace and Ustice Caucus Nevsletter. Sari Kulberg
and Bill Balderson tead in public schools in Oakland,CA.
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The Korean ColonialWar...
continuedrin p11
Bolivia,Angola,Zaire, Amaicathe SgchellesGrenada,
Moroccq SurinamNicalegua,Panamakl Salador Serbia,
Afghanistanlraq etc(in quite adw of these countries
se/eral times)this will not be sprising ners Ultimaely,
mary moe people perished ianous US bombdments
(almost as aite civilians)and it has been demoaid, for
exampletha within the famevork of the Indonesian
massaes of leftiststhe US povided lists ofleftists to be 1) Segfor exampleRidhad Drayton,An Ethical Blank
killed to the Indonesian authoritiggpfaximaely halfa ChequeThe Guadian,May 10,2005and Riricia Meehan,
million leftists perished in Indonesia during this period).2 Cruel Allied Occupieg The Nev York Review of Books
How little hasleanged since then is demoretd ty the October 25, 2007 (a review of Giles MacDonogh, After the
fact that tens of thousands of people are languishing in Reich: The Butal Histoy of theAllied Occupgon, Basic
prisons in lag,AfghanistaniGuantanamo Baand elsghere, Books 2007).
often without trialwithout an legal potection vinasoever 2) See the brilliant book on this subjggYibiam Blum,
and subjected taumeous brms of torture, while the Killing Hope:U.S Military & CIA Interventions Sincé/orld
number ofdedhs causedybthe var in lag (accating to War 11, Zed BooksLondon,2003 p. 194.
Opinion Reseah Business) hasediy exceeded a million. 3) Sedor exampleonly in connection with the cent
Although the British authorities in ther&an corifct highly illustetive diect British imolvement in the taure of
played a somegha more modeate colonialole European  people in Uzbekistaa,book ly the enegade brmer British
stdes especiaflthe stongest sule as Britain andr&nce ambassador in Uzbekist@mig Muray, Murder in
cannot bex®nerted fom the inmmeeble diect and Samédtand:A BritishAmbassador's Contrersial Defance
indirect crimes tharre being pgretieted todg in the name of Tyranry in theWar onTemor, Mainsteam Pulishing
of caitalistic “demo@g.” Among Euopean administr London,2007 For a boader eview of British breign polig
tions Britain is the most shameless in maintaining its “oldollowing the Secondiorld War, see Mik Cutis, Unpeople:
habits™ and in ecent timesrance hasevived its imperialisnVictims of British Blicy, Vintage BooksLondon,2004.
in countries sicCong-Brazzaille, Haiti, the hory Coast

and Rvandanot to mention &rious stucturl neocolonialist
strategies

A geruiney cvilised democatic society will neither
pemetiae nor justify sutcrimesThe “ethics’of wolves (or
“hawks”) geneally prevails todg

Notes

Another Look & Obama’s Victory
continuedrn p5

two blodks Notth of the US Mission.

We felt we had a rightot only to piotest,not ony to
commit cvil disobediengéut to meet with our memtseof
Congessto petition the dfcials ofour ggvemment,and to . . , _ _
expect them to hear us olibere were cetainly times wen _dlalcgge and thavv'{;ls the ”S(?, ofonspiag theories .
this didn't vark - | remember being rasted in the 6ite of induding the Wwole "9.11Truth _mo/ement.These theories
then-Nev York Sentor Al D'Amao when he efused to meetarguedl_thathere realy V\aa‘?otrr]nr:jghpeople(;:ould dm?t
with our delgation. But in geneal, people élt they had a rightOur politicsexcept stug what had hapenedHopes o

the yeas passedind the pulic felt thee was less and less
chance ofcivil protest haing an efect. We wete living for
eight yas under an administion which gained the 2000
election i fraud,and ly a sinp \ote of the Supeme Cour
There was a dargjous side ééct to this "end of

to be heard.

One of the things Wich hgppened during the Bush
Cheng yeas was a decig end ofthis tradition of civil
dialgyue Cindy Sheehan could camp outsidesidient Bush's
Texas and in summer and winteabcould not gin a
meetingOn the &e of the ImgWar, which was a violdon of
the UN Chater, the peace demoratons aound the wrld
were the lagest &er seenThe Rpe &en sent a psonal
envoy to plead with Buslyainst laurtting the \ar.

But the var was laurteed,and with it the most
secetive and criminal adminigion | have seen in gnlife,
induding thaof Richad Nixon. It was not thiawe were
silenced - mamnreading this &re, like me arested aisome
point during those eightgs in potests or demonstions

There were countless demoratons but they gew smaller aﬂ

mass prtests wre doomed Y the "conspag/" which

/controlled thingsOn the e of the election thernere

reports acoss the interet (and een an dicle in Rlling
Stone) theMcCain wuld be electedytmassie \oter fraud,
that troops vere being mpared to come into the skts if
there were potests gainst his electio€onspiag/ theories
are deadl to demoatic movements Wich hope to win ¥
discussioneducton, and election€onspiag/ theories lea
people éeling helpless

In this senséObama’s victgrwas a victor for a
retum to cvil dialgue - to deae, demonsttions and
elections .. with a hope thiachang might occuin this
sensgthe election emmers all ofus whaever our vigis on
Obama. America is open once more to the possibility of
an@g Chang as dgeas Obama seemed tomise and
ang nmud deger, the kind ofchang socialists adcde.



Mansoor Osanloo Imprisoned in Iran Because
"He talks."

Mansoor Osanlgohe union actist and leaderhw has

been imprisoned in the pasbtyeas on the baige of
organizing the ingendenfTehiaris Bus Drers Union,is

being lept in the maximm security criminalgiard of

Rajgi Shahr prisonhere the most notorious criminals ar
being heldin the ecent monthslespite his serious hear

and eye condition, Mansoor has been denied medical care
among other thingMansoos wik, Parvaneh Osanlqo
explained the coent situéion in an interview tha was
pubdished online thiseek.

Parvaneh gpresses her aneament upon hearing
Iranian pesident Mahmoudlhmadinejad’daim in last
week inteviews during a UN visit thall prisones in Iran
are tried pulicly and a& never deniedepresention by
defense @orneys This was ¢eaty not the casef
Parvanels husbandijstening tAhnadinejad’petensions
in front of the reign medigRarvaneh wndes why her
husband has been denied basic rightsasumedical @r

for so many months despite his failing health. ignote ary efort concening Mansoor . o

“After seeral months ofdely, my husband as “Mansoor has spent 18 conseguthonths in prison
finally talen to hospital on the @ember 20thParvaneh Now” Parvaneh sgs and “uch as e undestand the economic
sg’s hoping to eceve medical @ament br both an hadships thathe union membsrae gappling with in their

infection in his eye resulting from a recent operation arffeyd® Ives we wish thg could hee done ma to mate
for his dangrousy high tood pessue. In the hospital andMansoos case visie to the authoritiés

in transér, Parvaneh gplains “he ws put in handcfsfand Parvanehnow the sole soae ofincome 6r the
shakles’ This made the sittian so taumdc tha the Osanloo &mil, curenty has to wrk several shifts a daand
medical doctor in the hospital decided to write a letter t4S€ the time théas been desiged as the awal “paid
the prison officials requesting that they “refrain from usfifjid® time”to follow up on the situmn of her husband.

sut instuments’because “it causes toadm stess”on a “Mansoor is in jail not because fanted to"Parvaneh
paient with a hearcondition. sg/s “but because he stood g the rights ohis comades
Al this hapened after Mansooasdenied and co-wrkers; deending the rights ahe vorking people is

medical carealier this month andas insteaddnseéred Ot & crime and thefore, my husband has done nothinggéle
to a maxiram security prisoraéility and as denied gn ~ OF against th(_a n#onal securitfverything thahe has done is
comnunicdion with outsidedr several dys The tansér  legal and lgitimae.”
was eplained to Brvaneh as being conducted unddessr _ o
from “the head othe Povince of Tehrris Security For more info visit:
Council’and “the Head ofraris Prison#ssocition.” www.freeonsalooorg
Parvaneh was told lp the judg tha Mr. Osanloo has been
transémred to the BRjgi Shahr prison because he talks
Doctors had corladed peviousl, after medical
examindions tha Mansoor needed to sperideast 6 adieving this pomise is the edion of a naional sinte pger
weeks inehdilitation, Parvaneh gplainsHowever, he has healthcag systemWhile this is not sociadid healthcayit puts
been sodr deniedven a sinig dy of medical le& from  in place systems that will still be used under socialized
prison. healthcag and emaoves a pdrof our health fom the fee
As far as wrking with the Islamic judicial systemmarket. It is a stp toward the fnal goal. No compomise with
of Iran ges Parvaneh gplains thalthough she has beerthe health insance indusyrcan povide this ppmiseThis is
in contact with seral deénse tiorneys she hasealied  why Obama plan mst be opposedrhis is vy we nust pass
tha these @iorneys cannot do ath for her husband as thédR 676 na. Not one moe deth for profit!!
Iranian gvemment and judicial authoritiesegaricaly/

Healthcare is a right
continued from p. 3
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